
 

 

KARC General Meeting Minutes 

May 4, 2016 

7:00 PM 

Smitty’s Restaurant 

2376 Princess Street, Kingston Ontario 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by the Vice-President, Carlyle VE3WIO, who 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

1. Members and guests introduce themselves: 15 members and guests were in attendance. 

 

2. Additions to the agenda: None. 

 

3. Minutes of the April meeting: Steve VE3KC/Chip VA3KGB moved approval of the 

minutes as published in the May newsletter. There were no errors or omissions and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report: Doug VE3FFR reviewed the April financial report that was published 

in the May newsletter. Doug VE3FFR/Brian VA3BAH moved approval of the 

Treasurer’s Report as published in the May newsletter. Carried unanimously. 

 

5. New Business: None. 

 

6. Updates: 

a. Ham course progress: Chip VA3KGB reported that attendance is down to about 

five as many of the course participants are away on military exercises but those who are 

there appear to be doing well. There was no indication when the course would end or 

when examinations might occur. Les VE3KFS/Doug VE3FFR moved that the Club write 

a letter of appreciation to Andy VE3FYA’s CO for allowing him to participate as a course 

instructor over the past four years now that he has been posted home to Petawawa. The 

motion carried unanimously. Les VE3KFS offered to help Carlyle VE3WIO write the 

letter. Chip VA3KGB said that Andy’s participation as a course instructor has been noted 

on his annual job performance reports and agreed that a letter would add to them. 

 

b. Field Day: Carlyle VE3WIO reported that the plan is in place. Field Day, which is 

June 25-26, will take place at Paul VA3LX’s QTH on Wolfe Island. It will be a 

“greenish” event operating with solar panels, wind generator and batteries as much as 

possible. Activity will begin around noon June 25 and hopefully continue through June 

26. Field Day contest rules are available at http://www.arrl.org/field-day 

 

c. IRLP Node relocation update Steve VE3KC reported that the Nano-Node SE has 

been ordered. $495.00 US plus $16.00 US shipping became $664.97 Canadian. The radio 

Doug offered to donate to the project won’t work because it doesn’t provide COS at a 

port for external connection. COS is necessary for any radio that is used with the IRLP 
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system. This signal indicates that a valid receive signal is being received by the radio and 

indicates to the node to start sending data to the IRLP system. While it’s possible that the 

radio could be modified, it would require someone with the necessary technical expertise 

to do the work and it could take more time and effort than it’s worth. Micro-Node 

International suggested we consider using a more up-to-date radio like a Yaesu FT-8800, 

8900, Kenwood TM-D710 or Alinco DRX radio series. The least expensive option is the 

Alinco DR-135T, available from Radio World at $245.00 plus $15.00 Shipping and 

$33.80 HST for a total of $293.80. If we buy this radio, we will also have to buy the 

Alinco DR-x35 External Radio Interface Cable from Micro-node International for $40.00 

US. Steve VE3KC said that he’s prepared to make a motion to purchase the radio and 

interface cable but before doing so, he’d like input from the meeting. Chip VA3KGB 

suggested that buying the radio and appropriate data cable would eliminate 99.9% of any 

interfacing problems, avoid wasting time and effort trying to modify an older radio and be 

supportable with manufacturers’ warranties. Ron VE3GO agreed and added that he likes 

the approach of having three commercially manufactured components. He said if we’re 

going to do it, let’s do it right. Steve VE3KC/Ron VE3GO moved that the approved 

allocation of $750.00 for the IRLP Node Relocation Project be increased to $1,050.00 to 

purchase an Alinco DR-135T 2 meter radio and interface cable. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

d. Remote Station Project: Chip VA3KGB reported that although the HRD6 

software has been updated twice, he hasn’t installed the updates because he’s concerned 

that they might affect the server side of the operation. The station is still running on the 

30-day trial. He’s still looking for a second wire antenna to be put up as a dipole giving 

the station separate north-south and east-west propagation patterns. 

 

e. Net Manager: The update was published in the May newsletter. 

 

 f. Website: No update. 

 

g. Freelist: Steve VE3KC said that he’s thinking of moving the list to QRZ.com or 

Doteasy during the summer to try to reduce the amount of time he’s spending chasing 

problems like notes being posted from non-subscribers and the ongoing gibberish issue. 

He reminded the meeting that attachments are not allowed. 

 

h. CFARS: Les VE3KFS reported that the organization includes three stations in 

Fort McMurray who have been offered assistance. A station in Port McNicoll has 

numerous gateways running to assist with the Fort McMurray situation. They’re waiting 

for a gateway in Quebec to be brought back online and Les is still waiting to be able to 

relocate the gateway at his QTH back to the Communications and Electronics Museum. 

There is no timeline for this to occur. Chip VA3KGB reported that he participated in the 

MARS/CFARS joint military exercise, QRPX 2016, a few weeks ago. He didn’t make the 

top five but some Dragoons did. Les explained that participation with MARS can be 

difficult because considerable lead time is required to get Canadian approval for CFARS 



 

 

stations to operate on the military frequencies that MARS uses. Ron commented that he 

writes for the online magazine, Spectrum Monitor, the successor to the print magazine, 

Monitoring Times, which includes a monthly column of utility stations that have been 

heard. CIW609, Chip’s CFARS callsign, appeared in the last column. Ron suggested it’s 

a good reminder that when we pick up our microphones, we have no idea who might be 

listening so we should pay attention to our operating and make sure we practice proper 

procedure. 

 

I. “Hearts and Flowers”: Ron VE3GO noted the passing of Jeanette Wright, Warren 

VE3JPW’s XYL. Ron VE3GO/Les VE3KFS moved that the Club send Warren VE3JPW 

a card of condolence. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 j. Community acknowledgments: None. 

 

k. Other updates: Ron VE3GO mentioned that the on-air swap shop is becoming 

quite popular with items being added regularly. He reminded everyone to go through your 

shacks to find items you no longer use or want and list them for sale. The swap net is 

heard on the KARC Tuesday Night Net and the FRG Emergency Service Net on Sunday 

night and will be heard on a net on the Brockville repeater if Ron VE3GO can get 

someone down there to read it. Dave VA3DLF asked if it could be put on the online swap 

shop on the Club web site. Ron VE3GO said that it would be difficult and the idea of it 

being on-air is to give local amateurs first opportunity to purchase listed items. 

 

7. Haves and wants: Pieter VE3NXE brought a bag of assorted cables to give away. 

 

8. Date of next meeting: June 1, 2016. 

 

9. Adjournment: Larissa VE3KGC/Ron VE3GO moved adjournment. Carried unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 PM. 

 

Presentation: Carlyle KC2MAZ - home brew VHF antenna, a collinear array successfully 

receiving 5 watt data transmissions out 75 miles. 

 

Steve Cutway VE3KC 

Secretary 

 


