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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Here we are in the midst of a belated but very real Canadian winter. I’m remembering days of yore and the warm
glow of rectifier tubes and the heated exhaust from cherry red plated amplifier tubes.
Those old tube amps are now museum pieces but the long winter nights of chasing DX on the low bands are still with
us.
Thanks to the diligent efforts of our HF remote station implementation committee; KARC will soon be provide the
opportunity to operate a modern HF station to those who otherwise wouldn’t have access to HF operations. Since the
January meeting, the committee has purchased the station equipment and are now focused on the honing the details of
the setup and documenting the start-up and operating procedures.
We look forward to offering this exciting resource to both fellow members and the amateur community.
Although we’re in the depth of Winter, it’s time to start planning for our club’s Summer activities, chiefly the ARRL
Field Day. We look forward to discussing ideas for making our Field Day technically challenging and most
importantly, an enjoyable operating event for all of us to participate in.
I hope to see you all at the next club meeting on Wednesday evening February 3rd.
Vy 73s,
Paul
VA3LX
President, Kingston Amateur Radio Club

DX REPORT
January promised to be a brilliant month for rare DX, and indeed it has been.
The ZL9A expedition to Antipodes Island that Cezar VE3LYC participated in made 8,500 contacts during their stay
on the Island. Their departure was postponed for a day to let the 30 to 50 meter high waves crashing onto the shore
subside!
I’m writing this on Monday the 25th. The K5P expedition to Palmyra Reef is scheduled to wrap up tomorrow after two
full weeks of operation. As of this morning, they have 71,000 contacts in the log. Like many of the large expeditions,
they have been uploading their logs to Clublog (www.clublog.org). Clublog has a number of interesting tools to track
the expedition’s activities and as well as a search function to check that that hard won contact is actually ‘in the log’.
The propagation tool is especially helpful if you’re not familiar with propagation to these obscure parts of the planet.
If the expedition uses the ‘leaderboard’ tool, you can have a look and see who, among the Canadian DX powerhouses,
is logging the most QSOs.
Perhaps the most amazing DXpedition for January is the VP8STI expedition to South Sandwich Island
(www.intrepid-dx.com/vp8) conducted by the Intrepid DX Group. The expedition team sailed for a week from Port
Stanley in the Falkland Islands to reach Thule Island in the South Sandwich Island group. From the photos, it appears
that their ‘camp’ is situated on a glacier. They have made over 50,000 QSOs so far. This morning, the team reported
that high winds overnight destroyed several antennas and partially collapsed their two tents.
The team planned to go on from Thule Island to activate the South Georgia Islands. They will be assessing ‘the
damage’ to see if carrying on and activating the South Georgia Islands is feasible.
Other DX planned for February listed on NG3K’s Announced DX site (www.ng3k.com) include:
Mauritius, 3B8HD conducted by OE4AAC from February 11th to March 1st. This is planned as a ‘holiday style’
operation on 40 thru 10 meters.
Senegal, 6W7/F6HMJ from February 10th thru March 1st on all bands but CW only.
Guantanamo Bay, KG4, conducted by W4WV as KG4WV and W6HGF as KG4HGF on all modes on the HF bands
from February 19th thru March 4th.
Sao Tome and Principe Islands, S9BK, conducted by HB9BEI on 40 thru 10 meters SSB + digital modes from
February 25th thru March 25th.
Check www.ng3k.com and www.dx-world.net for information on other Dxpeditions.

MEETING MINUTES
MINUTES OF MEETING
OF THE
KINGSTON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC
HELD ON
Wednesday 6 January 2016
At Smitty’s Restaurant
2376 Princess Street, Kingston Ontario
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by the President, Paul VA3LX.
1.

Members and guests introduce themselves: 19 members and guests were in attendance. Paul VA3LX welcomed
everyone to the meeting, especially Michael VA3KOC, who’s been absent for a while.

2.

Additions to the agenda: Paul VA3LX suggested that meeting adjournment (item 11) not occur until after the
presentation to allow discussion of it during the meeting.

3.

Minutes of the December 2015 meeting: Les V3KFS/Shannon VA3XRY moved approval of the minutes as
published in the January newsletter. There were no errors or omissions and the motion carried unanimously.

4.

Treasurer’s Report: Doug reviewed the report that was published in the January newsletter and attached as
Appendix A to these minutes. Doug VE3FFR/Les VE3KFS moved approval of the Treasurer’s Report as
published in the January newsletter. Steve VE3KC asked why the $750.00 course proceeds appeared as a
Transfer instead of Revenue in the year-to-date report for 2015. Doug replied that it was a question of semantics.
Paul VA3LX suggested that Doug and Steve debate the finer points of accounting offline. The motion Carried
unanimously.
Doug VE3FFR/DaveVA3DLF moved that financial records for 2006 2007 and 2008 be destroyed, in accordance
with the legal requirement to keep financial records for seven years. Steve VE3KC wondered whether the records
have any archival value. Doug said that any that do will be kept. The motion carried unanimously.

5.

Business arising from the minutes:
a. Update on archives project: Assaf VA3PCI reported that the project is ongoing. He estimated that the
document scanning is about 85% complete. He said that the material includes non-standard size pages which
take more time to digitize because they have to be photographed rather than scanned. Assaf mentioned that
there’s an audio cassette to be digitized which Steve will do.
b. Follow-up on Fall projects discussion: Paul VA3LX reported that as a result of the meeting held at the QTH of
Peter VE3POA in November, building project(s) would probably involve Arduinos. Another meeting is
planned this month.
c. Website and Freelist Yahoo update: Chip VA3KGB said there was nothing new to report about the web site
and reminded members to let him know about any issues they encounter. Steve VE3KC said that there are no
issues with the Freelist. Carl VE3DNR said that he noticed a week ago that the Freelist archives is open and
wondered when and why that occurred. Steve VE3KC replied that the password requirement to access the
archive was removed in March 2014 after the primary objector retracted his objection. Steve said that when a
password was required few, if any, subscribers accessed it. He said that the Freelist organization prefers
archives of lists they host be open. He asked if there were any strong objections to the archive being open.
None were expressed.

d. Update on VE3KBR and acknowledgment of FRG for using their repeater: Paul VA3LX reported that
VE3KBR is up again (it was turned on Dec. 9, 2015) and that the Frontenac Radio Group has been thanked
publicly for allowing KARC to use their repeater for our nets. He said that he subsequently received an e-mail
from Mark Podgers saying that it had been a good experience for FRG and expressed the hope that the two
organizations could develop a reciprocal arrangement concerning the use of each other’s repeaters. Les
VE3KFS said that both IRLP and Echolink are working normally.
e. 2016 Ham Course; volunteer class organizer needed: Les VE3KFS said that no one has stepped up to
coordinate a ham course so he doubts there will be one this year. Jim VE3HOV reported that there’s the
possibility of a course in Brockville. To go ahead, 10 participants would have to sign up. Other details have to
be worked out. Paul VA3LX thanked Les and his team for doing past courses.
f. Winter social event: Deferred.
6.

New Business: None.

7.

Reports:
a. Net Manager: The report is published in the newsletter and attached as Appendix B to these minutes. Steve
VE3KC commented that the reminder he started posting on the Freelist Dec. 14 appears to be working. Checkins are up including at least one ham who hasn’t been a Club member for several years. Paul VA3LX hoped
Steve would continue to post reminders.
b. CFARS: Les VE3KFS reported that the weekly nets are running smoothly with lots of check-ins thanks to
relays. He said that the Jan. 3 joint net with MARS was particularly outstanding.
c. “Hearts and Flowers”: No one was aware of any sick or injured amateurs. Paul VA3LX remarked that no news
is good news.
d. Community acknowledgments: Paul VA3LX acknowledged Assaf VA3PCI for editing the newsletter since
October 2010. Paul commented on Assaf’s gentle reminders for articles and the excellent content in this
month’s newsletter, particularly the material from the archives and article on useful things to have around the
house.
e. Other Reports: Les VE3KFS reported that the FRG repeater was updated today with a new audio card in its
controller that should improve its audio levels.

8.

Haves and wants: Les VE3KFS reminded the meeting that Ron VE3GO is running the swap net on both the Club
and FRG weekly nets as well as on the Club web site. He encouraged members to list items they want or have for
sale with Ron and to check out the swap shop. Jim VE3HOV said that Ron would be welcome to do the
swapshop on the ARTAS Net at 8 AM on the VA3LGA repeater as well. Matt VA3MHB said he’s looking for a
Rigblaster. Jim VE3HOV is interested in obtaining a HF transceiver. Michael VA3KOC has a 4-band vertical
antenna (40 through 10) that he’s willing to part with.

9.

50/50 Draw: Following a 10-minute break, the 50/50 draw was won by Derek VE3HRW who picked up$12.00
which he re-invested in his 2016 membership.

10. Presentation: Demonstration of remote station technologies and discussion of planning for implementation of a
KARC remote station (Les VE3KFS, Chip VA3KGB and Carlyle VE3WIO): Following the presentation, Carlyle
VE3WIO/Doug VE3FFR moved that an amount not to exceed $1,200.00 be allocated to establish a remote
station for the Club. In the discussion that followed, Derek VE3HRW spoke about the benefits of a remote
station, particularly as members age and move into housing where they can no longer install HF transceivers and
antennas. Paul VA3LX expressed the hope that the station would be generally available, that the existence of the
station should be promoted, that users should be trained, and that while it’s desirable that they be Club members,
it should be a service to the Amateur community. Les VE3KFS said that all modes could be used: digital, phone
and CW with the addition of DM780. The motion carried unanimously.
Les VE3KFS/SteveVE3KC moved that the Club negotiate with Roy VE3VJF to purchase his Kenwood TS-570S
which is currently for sale on the swap net for $475.00. Paul VA3LX asked whether the committee was in a
position to recommend this purchase. Les VE3KFS said that the transceiver is for sale now and could go quickly.
He added that Roy is a Club member so both benefit from this transaction; and Roy will be able to use the remote
station as all his antennas are gone and he’s moving to an apartment in the Spring. The motion carried.
11. Adjournment: Roy VE3VJF/Fred VE3FBG moved adjournment. Carried unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:29 PM.
The next meeting will take place Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2016.
Steve Cutway VE3KC
Secretary

Appendix A: FINANCIAL REPORT
Dec. 31, 2015
Opening Balance Year To Date
Cooperation Plus account
Course 2015
Dividend Savings
Equity Shares
Total

6677.62
750.00
24.13
261.62
7713.37
Income

Interest December
50/50
Membership
Total

.06
9.50
300.00
309.56
Expenditures

RAC Insurance
Cooperation Plus account
Course 2015
Dividend Savings
Equity Shares
Total

432.26
Closing Balance
6554.98
750.00
24.13
261.62
7590.73

Kingston Amateur Radio Club
Year-end Financial Report
Jan 01 – Dec 31, 2015
Income
Uncategorized
50 50 Draw
Dividends
Donations
Gift Received
Interest
Membership
Total Income

271.47
29.50
19.47
10.00
25.00
.58
575.00
931.02

Expenses
Education
Bank Fees
RAC Insurance
Software
Website
Total Expenses

195.52
5.00
432.26
56.49
393.83
1,083.10

Transfers
Course2015
Total Transfers

750.00
750.00

Overall Total

597.92

Appendix B: VHF Net Report
January 6, 2016
Thanks to the controllers who kept the VHF net alive in December 2015: Matt VA3MHB, Assaf VA3PCI, Carlyle
VE3WIO, John VE3CAK and Shannon VA3XRY. Check-ins ranged from 10 to 19 and net duration ran from 16 to 39
minutes.
Thanks to Frontenac Emcomm for allowing us the use of the VE3FRG repeater while the VE3KBR repeater site was
under renovation. It came back Dec. 9.
In my December Net Report, I mentioned that a long time net controller, Warren VE3JPW, had moved and was off the
air. As a result, he was unable to continue as a net controller until he got a station set up at his new QTH. I’m pleased
to be able to report that his station is operational again so his hiatus as a net controller was short-lived.
When VE3KBR came back on the air Dec. 9, I sent a revised net control script to the controllers and to Chip for
posting on the web site. A revised net control schedule for January and February as well as the revised script are in the
January newsletter.
Happy New Year on behalf of everyone involved in the Kingston Amateur Radio Club Tuesday Night Net.
Steve VE3KC
Net Manager

AGENDA - 3 FEB 2016
1.

Members and guests introduce themselves

2.

Additions to the agenda

3.

Minutes of the January meeting (Steve VE3KC)

4.

Treasurer’s Report (Doug VE3FFR)

5.

Business arising from the minutes:
a.
2016 Ham Course - volunteer class organizer found (Paul VA3LX)
b.
Winter social event

6.

New Business:
a.
Field Day (Carlyle VE3WIO)
b. IRLP Node relocation (Steve VE3KC)

7.

Updates:
a.
Remote Station Project (Chip VA3KGB, Les VE3KFS and Carlyle VE3WIO)
b.
Net Manager (Steve VE3KC)
c.
CFARS (Les VE3KFS)
d.
Builders group (Peter VE3POA)
e.
Website (Chip VA3KGB)
f.
Freelist (Steve VE3KC)
g.
“Hearts and Flowers”
h.
Community acknowledgments
i.
Other updates

8.

Haves and wants

9.

Date of next meeting: March 2, 2016

10.

50/50 Draw

11.

Adjournment

Presentation: Carlyle VE3WIO - Near Vertical Incident Skywave:
Discussion of NVIS
Building an NVIS antenna
Comparison of NVIS and Off Centre Feed Dipole on 80 and 40 meters

FINANCIAL REPORT

Kingston Amateur Radio Club
Financial Statement
Jan 22, 2016
Opening Balance

Cooperation Plus
Dividend Savings
Equity Shares
Total

7590.73
24.13
261.62
7875.98
Income

Int Jan
50/50
Membership
Total

.06
12.00
175.00
187.06
Expenditures

Club Equip (Radio)
Club Equip (Computer)
Total

475.00
400.02
875.02
Closing Balance

Cooperation Plus
Dividend Savings
Equity Shares
Total

6617.02
24.13
261.62
6902.77

FROM THE ARCHIVES

NET CONTROL SCHEDULE
Date
February
February
February
February
March
March
March
March
March

Controller
2
9
16
23
1
8
15
22
29

VE3KC Steve
VE3WIO Carlyle
VE3CAK John
VA3XRY Shannon
VE3JPW Warren
VE3KC Steve
VE3KGC Larissa
VA3MHB Matt
VA3PCI Assaf

NET CONTROL SCRIPT

KARC Tuesday Night Net Control Script

Revised April 16, 2013
Good evening. This is [name and callsign], net control station for the Kingston Amateur Radio
Club’s Tuesday night Net.
The Kingston Amateur Radio Club Tuesday Night Net is an informal net that meets at 1930 hours
every Tuesday evening on the KARC repeater, VE3KBR. We welcome participation by all
amateurs.
Before continuing, is there any emergency or priority traffic? Please call now.
The purpose of the net is to take check-ins; to inform you of KARC activities; and to provide news
of interest to Radio Amateurs. Information about KARC may be found on the web site
(www.ve3kbr.com) or by contacting any of our club executive members.
I will take check-ins giving priority to mobiles, portables and stations checking in via EchoLink or
IRLP. When checking in, please give your call sign phonetically, your name and location, and
indicate whether you have any traffic or announcements for the Net.
Are there any stations using EchoLink or IRLP wishing to check in? Please call now.
Are there any mobiles or portables wishing to check in? Please call now.
Are there any base stations wishing to check in? Please call now.
Trivia Time
Here’s tonight’s trivia question(s).
Swap Shop
Are there any items for the swap shop?
Closing
Are there any additional check-ins or announcements before I end the Net?
That concludes this evening's Kingston Amateur Radio Club Tuesday Night Net. Thank you for
participating. We had [number] check-ins this evening. 73. This is [name and callsign] returning
the repeater to normal amateur use.

