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                               NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT                               

                                                                                                                          
                                                                   
                                                           
Greetings:  

On the agenda for this month's meeting is the vote to accept the Bylaws as presented.  I encourage 
all members to attend.

The weekly net is doing very well with an average of 15 check-ins.  Come join the fun on the 
net Tuesdays at 1930.

Heard Roy on the net on the 29th - nice to hear that you are moving forward ( I sure not fast enough 
for you).    Keep the handheld at hand - you never know who might call.

     CU all at the meeting on the 6th. 

Les, VE3KFS
President, Kingston Amateur Radio Club

    

From the Editor: 

I’m still hoping club members will start sending me articles for YOUR 
newsletter.  If you see anything on the Internet that you think would be of interest 
just send me a link and I’ll put it in the next newsletter.  If we don’t have anything 
to read then the newsletter doesn’t fill its purpose.
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WEEKLY NETS:  
KARC conducts a 2m weekly net on VE3KBR - 146.940 (-) each Tuesday evening at 7:30 P.M. 

All are welcome to check-in. 

          SCHEDULE OF NET CONTROL S

       FEBRUARY                             MARCH                                            APRIL                                        MAY 

Feb.   5 - VE3NFU          Mar.  4  - VE3MUD                Apr.  1 - VE3KC               May  6 -  VE3JPW 
Feb. 12 - VE3VJF           Mar. 11 - VE3CLQ                 Apr.   8 - VE3VJF             May 13 - VE3NFU    
Feb. 19 - VE3VJF             Mar. 18 -  VE3JPW                   Apr. 15 - VE3CAK           May 20 -  VE3KC
Feb. 26 - VE3CAK         Mar. 25 -  VE3NFU                   Apr. 22   VE3MUD          May 27 -  VE3VJF
                                                                                           Apr. 29 - VE3CLQ            

If there are any conflicts in the schedule please contact Bill at ve3clq@rac.ca and we'll juggle a few things. 

                 The net script has been posted on the Website   

                                We are looking for two more net controllers……any volunteers?      

                                                          Thanks…    Bill, VE3CLQ. 

     FRONTENAC ARES   conducts a weekly net on 3.755 MHz each Tuesday evening at 8:30 P.M.  
     All are welcome to check-in. 

               

Every SATURDAY:  BREAKFAST at SMITTY’S.  Starts at 8:00 a.m. but come early, 
chat and mingle. 

  
                                                                 

    
    
        

       The THIRD MONDAY of every month at 7:00 p.m. 

     is the ARES REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

     at the Woodbine Firehall, second floor. 

                                                                  

             KARC Web page designed and maintained by: VA3KGB, Chip  

       http://www.ve3kbr.com/

Publication Schedule of the KARC Newsletter will be February 26th, 2008 
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OF   INTEREST

I think, by now, most of you know that Roy, VE3VJF (my hubby) slipped on a piece of ice and flew through the 
air on January 14th and seriously damaged the tendons and muscles in his left upper leg – ruptured them.  He’s 
been in hospital, had surgery, and is now home trying to get back on track.  It will take a while.  As of this 
writing, he has his handheld by his chair but is not up to trying the stairs to his shack.  It will come in time.  But 
he would like to thank all of you for your cards, good wishes, visits, and e-mails.  He’ll see you soon. 

 

(Again, this is a repeat and will be repeated monthly.   Not enough can be said about the Online Licence 
Study Guide and it should be encouraging for those wishing to become new members.  Who knows when 
someone might see it while ‘surfing’ and become an active, productive member of KARC.)

The " OSS " and " HFRADIO.NET” are pleased to offer all radio enthusiasts an absolutely free High Quality 
Online Licence Study Guide.  Your kind donations have allowed us to move forward with this first ever in 
Canada offering.  Please share this link with anyone interested in obtaining a Canadian Ham Licence, offering a 
course, or simply using it to show others just how easy it is to become a Radio Ham.

Go to:  http://www.emoares.org/course/



This is a new NET that will be starting Sunday, January 27, 2008..

Every Sunday.  Freq: 7.198 MHz.  Time: 23:00 UTC.
This week's Net Controller: KG2RG

Also see ,  http://www.hamwave.com/cgi-bin/index.cgi
 
                             

An interesting Web Site from Robert, VE3RPF

Here is perhaps one of the best deals in Amateur Radio.
 
It's called the Tak-tenna.
 
It is essentially a 1/2-wave dipole spun into a spiral.  So this antenna becomes very directional and for under 
$100, seems like a great deal.  Click on the link to read more. 
 
http://www.tak-tenna.com/
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(My thanks to VE3CLQ who contributed many of the following articles.)

SPANISH AMATEURS GAIN ACCESS TO 7100-7200 kHz 

As from 24th of November 2007 Spanish amateurs are allowed to use the band 7100-7200 kHz on a secondary 
basis, with a total radiated power not exceeding 24 dbW.



 World Radio Conference 07 and 5 MHz 

Despite the best efforts of the IARU, no progress was made on a 5 MHz amateur allocation due to the 
determined position of administrations outside of the CEPT block. 

All is not lost however as this question will again be raised at the forthcoming CEPT WGFM (Working Group 
Frequency Management) meeting scheduled in February. 

As the 5 MHz proposal was included within a European Common Proposal concerning the HF bands between 4 
and 10 MHz it is hoped those administrations within CEPT will again support the Amateur Service in a bid to 
find a segment between 5260 and 5410 kHz, even if it is only within the CEPT group. 

An example of how this works can be seen by the fact that the 136 kHz band has now been accepted as a 
worldwide Secondary allocation within the Frequency Allocations of the Radio Regulations. It will be 
remembered that this first became a Secondary allocation within CEPT early in the 1990s following 
representations by IARU Region 1. 

Let's hope that 5 MHz will ultimately follow the same path. 



                                                 30-meter DIGITAL WEEKEND

A two-day digital event has been arranged by 30 Meter enthusiasts to give radio amateurs interested in 
PSK31and other digital modes an opportunity to rag chew on 10 MHz. 

The event will start on January 19th 00:01 UTC and run for 2 days till midnight on 20 January. 

The 10 MHz band should produce some interesting DX during hours of darkness. The activity will be focussing 
on 10,135 to 10,145 MHz. The main mode will be PSK31 on 10,140 MHz plus minus 1 000 Hertz. The 
objective is for radio amateurs worldwide to make contact with EU stations to promote and increase digital 
mode activity on 30 Meters.

This is not a contest but a casual event promoting 30 meter digital activities in conjunction with the 30 Meter 
Digital Group. Logs are not required but participating radio amateurs are requested to send a mail to 
m5aav@30meterdigital.org with the number of stations worked.
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The 30 Meter Digital Group's goal is to promote the use of digital modes on the 30 meter band and awareness 
on what a great band this really is! The group promotes awareness of this unique HF band which many have 
called "the best kept secret" in Ham Radio. 

They also promote good digital operating practices, different digital modes, experimenting, known weekly or 
monthly activities, skeds/spots, antennas, and propagation reports for just the 30 metre band. 

For more information about the group visit http://www.30meterdigital.org.



                                            BOUNCING SIGNALS OFF THE ISS
 
 Bernd, DF2ZC, reports that he has successfully held a CW contact on 144 MHz by bouncing his signal from 
the structure of the International Space Station.
 
 According to his posting on Moon Net, his work was triggered by Peter Sundberg, SM2CEW's attempts to 
complete a QSO by using the ISS as a reflector.
 
 From Sundberg's experience DF4ZC believed it would be a worthwhile attempt considering that the B PSK 63 
mode would enable us to exchange all information within few seconds if he used only the EME report and QSO 
rules.
 
 His second try on Sunday, December 9th at 1626 UTC.  That's when he copied signals at elevations of greater 
than 20 degrees and within a minute exchanged all data. Signal reports were about S3 to S5 DF2ZC running 
only  300 watts out.



NOAA CONFIRMS START OF NEW SUNSPOT CYCLE

A new solar cycle is under way. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said Friday, January 
4th, that the first sunspot of a new 11-year cycle has appeared in the sun's northern hemisphere.
The frequency of sunspots rises and falls during these cycles, and the start of a new cycle indicates they are 
likely to begin increasing.

Sunspots, areas of intense magnetic activity on the sun, can affect Earth by disrupting electrical grids, airline 
and military communications, GPS signals and even cell phones, the agency said. During periods of intense 
sunspot activity, known as solar storms, highly charged radiation from the sun may head toward Earth.

"Our growing dependence on highly sophisticated, space-based technologies means we are far more vulnerable 
to space weather today than in the past," said NOAA Administrator Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr.
Last April an international panel of solar experts forecast that Solar Cycle 24 would start in March 2008, plus or 
minus six months. The panel was split between those predicting a strong or weak cycle.
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ARLS002 AO-16 SATELLITE SERVES AS VOICE REPEATER

Launched in January 1990, AMSAT-OSCAR 16 (AO-16) -- a digital satellite -- has been unavailable for use 
while the command team dealt with a serious computer problem. The satellite has since been recovered, and is 
now a voice repeater, at least for an unspecified "test period" using FM voice on the uplink, but SSB voice on 
the downlink. 

Since AO-16 was recovered approximately six months ago, the command team -- Bruce Rahn, WB9ANQ, Jim 
White, WD0E, and Mark Hammond, N8MH -- attempted to reload the satellite software almost a dozen times 
without success. The team performed a series of memory tests that pointed toward a hardware failure that 
prevented the spacecraft software from restarting successfully. 

AMSAT Vice President of Operations Drew Glasbrenner, KO4MA, said, "After concluding that the spacecraft 
computer system was damaged, and as discussions about decommissioning were taking place, Jim recalled a 
series of low-level commands that Tom Clark, K3IO, included in the spacecraft design during construction. One 
of these commands allows an uplink receiver to be directly tied to a downlink transmitter. The twist is that the 
uplink is regular FM, but the downlink via the BPSK transmitter is DSB (Double Sideband). Mark placed the 
satellite in this mode early this week and did some testing." 

Glasbrenner also said the satellite hears very well; the reduced bandwidth by using either USB or LSB on the 
ground station receiver "allows for a very robust downlink. Tuning the downlink is just like on a linear 
transponder, meaning it is tight and with fast Doppler. Uplink tuning is not required, just as with the FM mode 
V/U satellites. My personal observations include being able to access and hear the satellite within one degree of 
the horizon, much lower than any other current bird for my location [in Florida]. This should be an easy satellite 
with omni antennas and a 70 cm preamp." 

Glasbrenner said that he would like to open the satellite to general use for a test period. The uplink is 145.920 
MHz FM, and the downlink is 437.026 MHz SSB +/- Doppler shift. He asks that users restrict their uplink 
power to a reasonable power level, and do not transmit without being able to hear the downlink; all general 
single-channel guidelines apply. Please submit reports via e-mail at, ao16@amsat.org. "Enjoy this bird's new 
life!" Glasbrenner said.

 

IN IRAQ, AMATEUR RADIO’S VOICE IS MUTED
 
BAGHDAD -- Whenever he gets a spare moment away from his electronics repair shop, Abdul Karim Hadi 
sneaks off to what he calls the "radio shack" in the corner of his bedroom, flips a switch and escapes to the 
outside world.

Hadi could use the Internet or a cellphone to connect with friends near and far, but his choice is decidedly more 
retro. 
 
"With ham radio, you can meet people around the world," said Hadi, 48, who has been "hamming" since 1978. 
"It's also a hobby you can do on your own. And once you have your own equipment, it's free."
Kingston Amateur News                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 6

maito:ao16@amsat.org


More important, at a time when most movie theaters and nightclubs are closed because of security concerns, 
"hamming" is a form of entertainment that can be pursued at home.

That wasn't always the case. Under Saddam Hussein's rule, ham radio enthusiasts had to report to government-
sanctioned clubs, where minders listened in on their conversations. Since the dictator's ouster, they have faced 
suspicion from both U.S. troops and the Iraqi government that their transmissions are a tool of the insurgency.

Since the U.S.-led invasion in 2003, fewer than 50 of 150 or so ham radio enthusiasts who operated primarily in 
Baghdad have returned to their stations, Hadi said. He is among a small group of people who are trying to 
revive interest in the hobby and keep it alive.

"Many hams have not returned, even though they have a license," Hadi said. "Some have traveled outside Iraq; 
others are afraid to use their wireless. They think they will face problems from the American soldiers or the 
Iraqi police. I am trying to tell everyone that the situation is better now."

Ham radio, also known as amateur radio, has been used both as recreation and a public service provider across 
the globe since at least the early 1900s. Operators typically use a transmitter and receiver to communicate with 
other enthusiasts in their home countries and abroad. They use various modes of transmission, including voice, 
Morse code and now personal computers.

Voice transmissions continue to be the most common in Iraq, say local operators, who must be licensed by their 
government and receive a unique "call sign," to identify themselves on the air. Hadi's call sign is YI1AK.

During the Hussein years, ham radio operators could not use their wireless equipment at home.
 
"Saddam would hang you if you were found with a transmitter at home," recalled Hadi. "They thought you were 
a spy if you had an antenna."

As is the standard for ham radio operators worldwide, subjects such as politics, religion and business deals are 
off limits. But during the Hussein era, just hearing a voice coming over the airwaves from Europe, Asia, 
America and other countries in the Middle East made many Iraqi ham radio operators feel connected; and they 
considered themselves members of an exclusive club.

"We would talk about electronics, signal strengths, the weather forecast and personal details, such as your 
family," said Imad Yusef Dahi, 45, call sign YI1EYT, a ham radio operator since 1992. He has managed to 
connect with hams in Germany, France, Russia and Egypt.

"It's a beautiful hobby," Dahi said. "You can communicate with people from all over the world. And you can 
talk as long as you want, for free."

And regardless of modern technology, Dahi and other hams said there was something special about being able 
to send their own signal into the air.

"It's a great feeling when you're using equipment that you've put together yourself," said Azhar, 40, a ham radio 
operator for 15 years, whose call-sign is YI1FLY. He was reluctant to give his last name and was uneasy about 
giving details on his hobby for fear that he might say something that would get him into trouble.
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Hadi understands why such concerns still exist, despite the supposed freedom since Hussein's ouster.

Some time after the 2003 invasion, U.S. soldiers came knocking at Hadi's door. They arrested him and 
confiscated his radio equipment, even though he had a valid license allowing him to own and use it.

He spent a week in jail while an investigation was conducted. He was freed "with an apology," he said, but it 
took more than a month to get his equipment back. Hadi suspects that someone keen "to take revenge" had 
fingered him as a possible militant, and had accused him of using the radio equipment for criminal purposes.

And for eight months last year, Iraqi officials suspended all amateur radio activity in the country, citing security 
concerns. They feared insurgents might be using ham radio, local operators said.

The irony was not lost on ham radio operators, who recalled that even though their transmissions were subject 
to eavesdropping by security agents under Hussein, it was rare for them to be taken off the air.

Hadi hopes that now that he is back on the air, he will be able to persuade others to follow. And the message of 
the electronics technician transmits loud and clear: "You can return to ham radio," he says. "I will even find a 
station for you."

                                                                    

Max, VE3TMT shack (another tidy, well used shack)
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FROM YOUR TREASURER

Have you paid your 2008 dues? 

Are you a RAC member? I still need your RAC membership number.
 
Membership forms are on VE3KBR.com. or I will take your dues at the next meeting. 
 
There are a few people who have paid and I haven't given out membership cards to.... why.... cuz I would rather 
give them in person... why cuz it saves the club the cost of mailing out the membership cards! We are on a tight 
budget since our membership dues haven't increased in many, many years......
 
Please join; rejoin; or just donate some money to the club..... and remember the IRLP links are free to everyone 
but if you use it you should consider paying a $10 additional fee to help us keep the IRLP link on the air. 
 
A few volunteers who pay for it personally provide the IRLP links! (not the club)  But once in a while they too 
find that they need some help to keep the system up. [what the hell have you done for the club lately?]
 
The repeaters and IRLP are free for you to use; to you the members or anyone traveling through the area..... but 
the bottom line is they aren't free. They cost someone (all the unsung hero's) a few dollars in equipment, 
Internet connections (and a lot of loving care in the case of the repeaters) or whatever. 
 
OK, pay your dues, pay for the IRLP, and give me your RAC membership number......
 
One final note ......................
 
Our efforts to get RAC membership numbers has (if it all turns out ok) will reduce our insurance cost from ......
486$ a year to...........................................200$ but that will be 150$ if we can find 5 more members who want to 
join RAC !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
RAC isn’t perfect; as near as I can tell they are doing the best that they can. [correct me if I am wrong but RAC 
has no paid employees and given the little support that they get and our diminishing numbers; they still 
represent us to the world and fight for our band width.]
 
Comments appreciated.  Flames are repelled by my flame suit. 
 
Bill, VA3OL
Treasurer, KARC Inc.
Kingston, ON
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Kingston Amateur Radio Club Inc.
Financial Statements for the Year Ended

December 31, 2007

 
               Balance Sheet     Opening Balance                                            Dec. 31/07

                                    
                          Cash in Bank         4156.21                                   4689.67
                          KCCU dividend account             10.00                                       17.97

                           Fixed Assets                     1000.00                                   1000.00

                           KCCU shares                        150.00                         150.00

               Total Assets                        5316.21                       5857.64

                            Liabilities                 nil                             nil

                            Members Equity       5316.21                       5857.64

               Total Liabilities and Equity             5316.21                       5857.64

                Income Statement

                Income
                            Memberships and Donations                                    1356.50
                            Flea market                                 823.38
                            Miscellaneous                           87.47
                Total Income                                               2267.35

                 Expenses
                             Equipment repairs                92.76
                             Donations          300.00
                             Website costs  259.73
                             Newsletter costs                          134.35
                             Joint Meeting cost                50.00
                             Annual Picnic cost              150.00
                             Meeting cost    22.00
                             P.O. box rental              125.08
                             Credit Union fee                  6.00
                             Insurance              486.00
                 Total Expense 1725.92

                 Net Income for the year                                                     541.43
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Kingston Amateur Radio Club Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements for the Year Ended

December 31, 2007

1. Kingston Amateur Radio Club Inc. is the continuation of a social club dedicated to the hobby of 
Amateur radio (Ham Radio).

2. KARC Inc. owns assets, which are nominally valued at $1000.00.  The assets are comprised mainly 
of two radio repeaters which have been hand built by the members. All assets are directly related 
to the hobby and provide no benefit to individual members. 

3. KARC Inc. is an Ontario corporation without share capital; a not for profit corporation. 

4. KARC Inc. maintains a website (ve3kbr.com) solely for the purpose of promoting the hobby and 
disseminating information to the members and the amateur radio community in general.
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KINGSTON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB AGENDA

        Wednesday, February 6th, 2008 
  

   At Smitty’s Restaurant, back room  

                                                                        7:00 p.m.  

1.   Introduction of members  

2.   Additions and/or deletions  

3.   Minutes of Monthly Meeting:  Errors/Omissions  

4.   Treasurer's Report  

5.   Old Business  

6.   50/50 Draw  

7. New Business  

a) Approval of Club By-Laws

8.   Reports:  

  a) RAC  

  b) Net Manager - VE3KFS  

  c) KARC Newsletter   

  d) Web page - VA3KGB 

  e) Any other reports 

      9.  Presentation: Queen's High Altitude Balloon Group; Ryan, Andrew, Evan, Robbie.

    10.  Adjournment:  

   

Kingston Amateur News                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Page 12 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSTON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC

HELD ON 

Wednesday 2nd January, 2008

                                 At SMITTY'S RESTAURANT, PRINCESS STREET., KINGSTON, ONTARIO

The meeting was called to order by the President, Les, VE3KFS, at 7 pm.

 1. All members/guests were introduced.

 2. Minutes: Moved by Steve, VE3KC, and seconded by Doug, VE3FFR, that the minutes of the meeting of 5 
Dec 2007, be adopted as presented in the Club's Newsletter. Carried

 3. TREASURER'S REPORT: Moved by Bill, VA3OL, and seconded by Roy, VE3VJF, that the Treasure's 
Report be adopted as presented in the Club's Newsletter. Carried.

 4. OLD BUSINESS: Nil

 5. NEW BUSINESS:

 a) AUDIT OF 2007 BOOKS and RECORDS:  It was moved by Bill, VA3OL, and seconded by 
George, VE3SIQ, that an audit of the books and records for the Kingston Amateur Radio Club, Inc., not be 
instituted for the 2007 year as the monthly statements as presented to the monthly Club meeting have been 
reviewed and approved by the membership basis.  There was discussion as to whether or not this was legally 
required and is it in the bylaws. Motion was carried.  Steve, VE3KC, requested that his negative vote be 
recorded in the minutes.

 b) GST AND CORPORATE TAX FORMS: Bill, VA3OL explained that a Federal Corporate T2 must 
be filed, and it has been filed. Provincial Tax forms are not required.  We could apply for GST rebates, 
however, if we do so, then we must charge the GSt (5%) onour Club Annual Dues.

 c) RAC INSURANCE LIABILITY: Bill, VA3OL, commented that we could not file for the RAC 
insurance since we did not have our Papers of Incorporation and RAC also requires the Individual RAC 
Membership Number for the discount premium. RAC does not give out these numbers, nor do they search the 
numbers for you.  The membership application form will be amended to include the RAC membership number.

d) HONOURARY MEMBERSHIP: It was moved by Bill, VA3OL, and seconded by Doug, VE3FFR, 
that Steve Pengally be awarded an Honourary Membership for the Year 2008, as provided in the Club Bylaws, 
for his work for the Club's incorporation.  Steve donated his out of pocket expenses (which would be 
considerably more than the membership fee).  Motion carried.

e) BYLAWS OF INCORPORATION:  The Bylaws of Incorporation have been available on the 
Club'swebsite for a year.  It was moved by Bill, VA3Ol, and seconded by Terry, VA3TRM, the the Bylaws as 
presented on the website be accepted in total as the Bylaws of the Kingston Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the 
February 2008 meeting.
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f) FLEAMARKET:  If the flea market is to happen we need a co-ordinator.  Discussion was held as to 
whether we should run a flea market and/or change day/dates, or hold  a couple of Breakfast/tailgate mornings. 
More discussion to be held at next meeting.

 6. 50/50 DRAW:  Won by Gary, VE3HWS, who donated his winnings of $7.00 to the Club.

 7. REPEATER: Two transceivers have been donated for our secondary repeater. The transceivers have been 
programmed and wiring is in progress. Awaiting supporting documentation reference emergency 
communications, etc., to present to tower owners.

 8. REPORTS:

a) RAC: Nil Report.  Discussion as to whether RAC should be listed under reports as there has been 
very little from RAC over the last few months.

b) NET MANAGER: Nil report.

 c) IRLP: Being used regularly and Node is behaving well.

d) KARC NEWSLETTER: Send articles to Joan.

e) KARC WEBSITE: Events Calender has been updated, dead links are being worked on. Send articles.

f) SUNDAY BRUNCH: Roy, VE3VJF, reported there will be a brunch in February.

 9. DEMO:  Rob, VE3RPF, demonstrated headphones of various cost, type, quality, and features, as 
applied to Amateur Radio, studio recording, and general listening.

10. NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 6 February, 2008.

11. ADJOURNMENT:  It was moved by Doug, VE3FFR, and seconded by George, VE3SIQ, that the meeting 
be adjourned. Motion carried.

CJ 'Chip' Chapman, VA3KGB
Secretary, KARC, Inc.
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